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The possibility of a child who reaches adult-
hood without using drugs, who then tries
drugs as an adult is statistically zero. That is
why cracking down on drug criminals reaching
out to children is vital to winning the war on
drugs. In our effort to maintain and improve
the social fabric of all of our communities
throughout the country, I encourage my col-
leagues to join me in voting for the Protecting
Our Children From Drugs Act.
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AMERICANS NEED A BIPARTISAN
PRESCRIPTION DRUG COVERAGE
PLAN

HON. CONSTANCE A. MORELLA
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 19, 2000
Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, data from a

poll conducted by the Kaiser Family Founda-
tion and Harvard University showing that
health care is one of the top concerns among
voters this election year. In the survey more
than 50% identified health care or Medicare as
the ‘‘important issue in deciding their presi-
dential vote,’’ surpassing their concerns about
the economy, crime, jobs, the budget and edu-
cation. Among the issues cited as most press-
ing, prescription drug costs and the need for
a benefit within Medicare were mentioned
most frequently. Unfortunately at this time,
there is little bipartisan consensus on the best
way to achieve this solution in Congress. Both
Republicans and Democrats have offered pre-
scription drug proposals neither is the solution
to the expanding Medicare prescription drug
problem.

Recently, two hastily conceived prescription
drug plans came before the House for a vote.
The Republican plan depended on private in-
surers to offer coverage to beneficiaries. Un-
fortunately, many private insurers were hesi-
tant to offer a drug only benefit. In fact, the
President of the Health Insurance Association
of America testified in front of Congress that
‘‘they would not sell insurance exclusively for
drug costs.’’ His assessment proved well-
founded as only one plan initially expressed
interest when the Republican plan was pro-
posed.

In the Democratic proposal, a catastrophic
drug benefit would not have been available
until 2006. In addition, it forced implementation
of a new Medicare prescription drug benefit
upon the already overburdened Health Care
Financing Administration (which oversees
Medicare) without giving them the necessary
resources and flexibility to oversee Medicare
fee for service, Medicare+Choice, and a new
prescription drug plan.

In our haste to show that we would con-
struct prescription drug legislation, we sac-
rificed bipartisan deliberations for ‘‘partisan
one-upmanship.’’ It is abundantly clear that
people want a prescription drug bill but pass-
ing flawed legislation to deflect criticism will
only exacerbate the situation and erode con-
fidence in government. I echo the sentiments
of the American Association of Retired Per-
sons (AARP), which also has concerns about
both of the proposed prescription drug benefit
plans, when they wrote. ‘‘A solution that can
stand the test of time will require true biparti-
sanship.’’

Now while we consider how to best devise
a comprehensive Medicare prescription drug

plan, we can at least pass legislation which
takes a first valuable step towards that goal.

H.R. 1796, the ‘‘Medicare Chronic Disease
Prescription Drug Benefit Act,’’ of which I am
a sponsor with Congressman CARDIN, would
supply Medicare prescription drug coverage to
over 30 million seniors. By initially focusing on
the most common chronic diseases which can
be controlled with medication—heart disease,
diabetes, high blood pressure, clinical depres-
sion, and rheumatoid arthritis—its objective is
to reduce complications and unnecessary hos-
pitalizations, making it possible for seniors
with these ailments to take their medication
regularly, and to mitigate high costs for the
seniors who spend the most on medication.

In addition, I supported the amendments to
the Agriculture Appropriations bill which would
allow for the bulk re-importation of FDA ap-
proved prescription drugs from FDA approved
facilities in Canada and Mexico. These
amendments, which had the overwhelming
support of both the House and Senate, are a
free market solution that increases choices
and lowers the costs of prescription drugs for
all Americans. Enactment of these bipartisan
measures would enable more seniors to have
access to safe and effective prescription
drugs.

Neither H.R. 1796 nor the re-importation
amendments are the final solution to the pre-
scription drug crisis but they are critically im-
portant first steps.
f
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EQUITABLE COMPENSATION ACT
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Tuesday, October 17, 2000

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I sub-
mit for the benefit of the Members, copies of
letters between the Committee on Resources,
and TOM BLILEY, Chairman, Committee on
Commerce, regarding the jurisdiction of S.
964.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE,

Washington, DC, October 17, 2000.
Hon. DON YOUNG,
Chairman, Committee on Resources,
Washington, DC.

DEAR DON: I am writing with regard to S.
964, the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Equi-
table Compensation Act. I understand that
this legislation, as considered by the House,
includes the text of S. 2439, a bill to author-
ize the appropriation of funds for the con-
struction of the Southeastern Alaska
Intertie system, and for other purposes. As
you know, S. 2439 falls within the exclusive
jurisdiction of the Committee on Commerce
pursuant to Rule X of the Rules of the House
of Representatives.

Because of the importance of this legisla-
tion, I recognize your desire to bring it be-
fore the House in an expeditious manner. By
agreeing to waive its consideration of the
bill, however, the Committee on Commerce
does not waive its jurisdiction over S. 964. In
addition, the Commerce Committee reserves
its authority to seek conferees on any provi-
sions of the bill that are within its jurisdic-
tion during any House-Senate conference
that may be convened on this legislation. I
ask for your commitment to support any re-
quest by the Commerce Committee for con-
ferees on S. 964 or similar legislation.

I request that you include this letter and
your response as part of the Record during
consideration of the legislation on the House
floor.

Thank you for your attention to these
matters.

Sincerely,
TOM BLILEY,

Chairman.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON RESOURCES,

Washington, DC, October 18, 2000.
Hon. TOM BLILEY,
Chairman, Committee on Commerce,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding the amendments to S. 964,
the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Equitable
Compensation Act. You are correct that the
amendment to that bill includes the text of
S. 2439, a bill to authorize the appropriation
of funds for the construction of the South-
eastern Alaska Intertie system, and for
other purposes. S. 2439 was referred to the
Committee on Commerce.

The Alaska Intertie system is critically
important to my constituents, so I appre-
ciate your willingness not to insist on a re-
ferral of S. 964 so that it can be voted on by
the House of Representatives today. I agree
that your forbearance does not affect any ju-
risdictional interest that you would have in
S. 964 as amended, and if a conference on the
bill becomes necessary, I would support your
request to have the Committee on Commerce
be represented on the conference committee.

Thank you again for your cooperation on
this matter and on many others during my
service as Chairman of the Committee on
Resources. It has been a privilege and a
pleasure working with you and your staff
these last six years.

Sincerely,
DON YOUNG,

Chairman.
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TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE
JOHN E. PORTER, MEMBER OF
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES

SPEECH OF
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Wednesday, October 18, 2000

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, it is with a deep
feeling of gratitude mixed with a profound
sense of loss that we bid farewell to our most
valued colleague, JOHN EDWARD PORTER. His
retirement from this Congress is well earned,
but because he is a unique person he is lit-
erally irreplaceable.

He has brought his rare gifts of intelligence
and compassion together with a prodigious
work ethic to bear on some of the most con-
sequential problems faced by a free people.
His leadership, over the many years, of the
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human
Services has been unmatched in the history of
the Appropriations Committee. Justice and hu-
manity have animated all his work, and JOHN
is one Congressman who has added credibility
and idealism and generosity of spirit to this
Congress.

A gentleman in the fullest sense of the term,
a deeply thoughtful person possessed of the
largest heart and soul of anyone I have ever
met, I wish him a tranquil sea and that he
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